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Brenau 2025: Extraordinary Lives

Brenau University’s mission is straightforward: preparing all of our students to live
extraordinary lives. We choose this word, “extraordinary,” purposefully to reflect the
conviction that Brenau graduates will have an education that is not just excellent but
demonstrably life-changing for both themselves and others. We believe that this select
group of creative, leading, and inspiring citizens of the 21st Century will require much more
than a 19t or 20t Century educational formula resulting simply in a certificate or a
diploma. Brenau will prepare these innovative leaders for the coming generations. As a
necessary result of this commitment and as our 15-year strategic goal, Brenau University
will become by 2025 a nationally recognized and regionally preferred doctoral institution
unique in its educational process.

“Brenau 2025” is our action plan for designing an innovative and exciting education that
will transform our students’ lives and, hence, their world. We envision a very different
learning experience than currently offered at other educational institutions. Our second
strategic goal is to offer a stimulating, seamless and, for very talented students, abbreviated
transition from the Academy or Brenau Undergraduate College to graduate school in order
to reduce barriers and to ease or accelerate progress through graduate study. For example,
a Brenau undergraduate, if she/he continues without hiatus into graduate study, could
expect to reduce the time to achieve a graduate degree from Brenau by one or more years.
First and foremost, however, from this time forward, we expect that every Brenau
undergraduate student has postgraduate education as the next step in her/his lifelong
educational journey.

Our third goal, melding into Brenau’s existing Liberal Arts and pre-professional educational
approach, is a new and richer means of understanding and relating to our world. We
describe this evolutionary learning experience as Brenau’s “Portals of Learning”—
doorways or entries into transformational environments where individuals experience
(not just learn) understanding of, adaptation to and prospering in a faster paced,
information-centric, scientifically demanding, and culturally diverse global society.

We see programs and activities designed to push our students well beyond personal
comfort zones as they discover their own unique capabilities and gifts. We know from
experience that people who are once bitten by the learning bug—that powerful and
exhilarating sense of discovery—pursue lives of continual learning, using what they learn to
enrich their own lives and the lives of others.

Members of 21st Century society will confront increasing uncertainty and unpredictable
change in their lives. Brenau’s commitment is to engender in our students a sense of
curiosity rather than fear, of innovation rather than acceptance. In many ways, teaching the
subject matter will be the easiest part of our educational task. It is the learning formula—
how, where, what and with whom they learn—that we must iteratively re-evaluate. We
believe and thoughtfully plan that the Brenau graduate will be equipped with the tools and
confidence necessary for an extraordinary life, a lifetime leading to personal fulfillment,
professional rewards and significant contributions to the welfare of others.
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We invite you to learn more about our evolutionary learning rubric and why we believe
that Brenau is the right university to undertake this challenge.

Step into 2025 and
Experience a Brenau Education.

Itis 2025 at Brenau University and some things remain the same. Yet, many new
opportunities have developed at Brenau. All of the educational opportunities at Brenau
University (from High School through Graduate programs) employ the Brenau "Portals of
Learning” educational approach (described below).

Our programs in the Brenau Advanced Placement Academy, the Brenau Women’s College,
the Brenau Undergraduate College (consolidation and expansion of Brenau’s Online and
Evening/Weekend Colleges), and our Graduate College continue to be grounded in the
classical liberal arts and sciences but now with an emphasis on each student’s experience
of innovation and global awareness.

Brenau continues to be a cultural, artistic, and educational leader throughout the South,
especially in its home community of Northeast Georgia, but has grown in its provision for
regional health care and lifestyle enhancement, ethical leadership, and mutually
engaging/beneficial civic partnerships. A model of life-long learning, our programs literally
engage learners from adolescence through retirement. The addition of various nationally
prominent graduate courses of study and nationally recognized scholars to lead them has
resulted in an elevated quality of educational experience permeating our campuses and
enhancing the quality of life across the host communities with whom they interact.

Leadership in 2025 requires individuals who have completed both baccalaureate and
graduate education. In essence, the baccalaureate degree of 2025 is the equivalent of a
high school degree in 1950. Brenau offers an educational experience based on the unique
"Portals of Learning” philosophy providing motivated and qualified students like you an
accelerated track toward completion of advanced degrees. At Brenau, you have a seamless
transition from the Brenau Advanced Placement Academy or Brenau Undergraduate
Colleges (Women’s College or Traditional College) through graduate school; and, if you
achieve high academic standards, you will move at an accelerated pace to the next level of
your education, e.g. from the Academy through the Undergraduate Colleges in six years as
opposed to eight, from the Undergraduate Colleges through one of our Master’s programs
in four or five years rather than five or six, or through one of our Doctoral programs in a
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2. The Undergraduate Colleges: Brenau Women'’s College, offered as a “signature
feature” of Brenau University, a highly selective and accelerated residential program
for women based on the "Portals of Learning” curriculum and preparing students to
begin graduate studies.

The Undergraduate
Colleges
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Z'?{Ceme;t"‘ﬁé_aldemyh Women (Accelerated | School:
-Year— s g through grad. school) + Master’s, Clinical

School .
_,,%,l:,’:t)ip,e college Brenau UG College | Doctorates and Ph.D’s
+ Innovative delivery | + Accelerated for

courses for talented
students formats and campuses | talented students

+ Accelerated entry to
graduate programs

The Academy L The Graduate College

Brenau Undergraduate College, consolidating Brenau’s Online College and Evening
and Weekend College, an undergraduate, coeducational college for young adults
through senior citizens that focuses on innovative delivery formats for challenging
programs emphasizing the "Portals of Learning” curriculum, contributing to both
good public policy and social need, while preparing all students for graduate study
and particularly talented students for accelerated graduate programs.

3. Brenau Graduate School: Offers nationally-recognized and unique graduate
programs with the inculcated "Portals of Learning” that result in professional
degrees (for example, Clinical Doctorates in Occupational Therapy, Nurse
Practitioner Clinical Doctorates and other Nursing Doctorates, Clinical Doctorates in
Psychology, and Medical Doctorates, Doctorate of Education degrees), master’s
degrees (for example, Masters of Education, Educational Specialists, Masters in
Nursing Education, License Professional Counselors, Masters in Business
Administration, Health Care Administration, and Project Management, Masters in
Interior Design ), terminal degrees in the arts (Masters in Fine Arts), and Doctors of
Philosophy in a variety of disciplines.

Portals of Learning:
Brenau University’s Innovative Educational Philosophy

What Brenau also does differently in 2025 is to lead you through our Portals of Learning:
1) World Understanding; 2) Scientific and Analytic Curiosity; 3) Artistic and Creative
Imagination; 4) Communication and Language Fluency. These four portals hold the elements
that we believe are essential for you to lead and serve in today’s world. In every possible context,
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you learn how to incorporate the contents of these portals into your personal and professional
life. And how, where and with whom you learn this content is totally reinvented so that you no
longer just sit in classrooms and lecture halls or in fact, a single geographic location to learn.
Basic to the application of these portals is that our comprehensive curriculum is designed so that
these four elements occur in most if not all of our course offerings for all students in all
programs.

You experience art, not just watch it. You experiment and calculate, not just learn
formulas as rote. You use information technology to translate and express your ideas
in another language, not just memorize and repeat taped conversations. Your world
is expanded to include and respect GLOBAL cultures, not just your backyard.

Consider the following example of Brenau's Portals of Learning in practice. As a health
science major you are enrolled in a Human Anatomy course which requires completion of a
laboratory-based research project. To accelerate your study, you work with a language
professor to translate experimental methods described in a French scientific paper. You
collaborate with a Science Education Major in your research, and her professors ask you to
communicate the results of the experiment to an elementary school classroom and work
with a visiting researcher to write up your paper for presentation at an academic
conference at her university in Merida, Yucatan. To add a bit of artistic interpretation to the
project your Professor suggests attending a film study group that explores the Albert
Brookes’ film, Frankenstein. And finally, one of your Brenau colleagues, a Chinese student,
thinks it would be enriching for you to visit a school in Beijing to team-teach the things you
have learned together from doing this research. So, you plan to spend a term in China.

So, what four Portals of Learning did you transit during this biology course?
Portal 1: World UNDERSTANDING

In this portal, Brenau’s campus is the world. The experience you have with other students, in
other geographic regions and with different workplaces—in this case, in China and Yucatan—
creates a thirst for new experiences and information and an appreciation for the business
practices, politics, and beliefs of other cultures. In addition to biology, you learn about ethics,
international relations and other disciplines that enhance your understanding of the world. The
result: As an aluma/us, you adapt to and enjoy living. working, serving. and learning in any
culture and geographic location in the world while also understanding the personal responsibility
and ethical basis for leadership within that global context.

Portal 2: Scientific and Analytic CURIOSITY

No longer are science, mathematics, technology, and health-related disciplines open only to
those individuals with high test scores and inherent talents. Even if you did not want to be a
scientist or an M.D., your biology course reconnects to the childhood intrigue you once had with
numbers and the wonders of the natural world. You learn about technology and health and
science well enough to be a knowledgeable consumer, voter, jury member, and citizen. The
result: When you graduate, you operate competently and easily in a world in which science,
mathematics, business, technology, and health-related issues are no longer the exclusive domain
of the experts but an integral part of everyday life.
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Portal 3: Artistic and Creative IMAGINATION

It is no coincidence that MIT has a highly regarded orchestra, because humanists are not
the only students who tend to be passionate about music and the arts. For example, you
love film, music, dance, acting, and the visual arts, but you happen not to be a talented
performer. You enjoy the pure pleasure of listening to and observing the arts, and—in a
safe and supportive environment—experiencing the act of performance which we believe
stimulates your thinking and imagination in other disciplines and activities. Furthermore,
taking in Frankenstein provides an introduction—albeit a satirical one—to other cultures
as well as a welcome retreat from the pace of 21st Century life. The result: You are an alum
who understands how music, dance, drama, and the visual arts not only provide a welcome
refuge from the rapid pace of life and work but also stimulate creative problem-solving and
imaginative expression in your own field.

Portal 4: Communication and Language FLUENCY

Human resource executives tell us that while businesses can train new employees in the
requisite professional skills they need, we are expected to have already prepared them to
be good communicators. Communication today, however, requires more than being able to
write and speak well. You need to be able to interact respectfully with people from other
cultural backgrounds as you will do in China. You need to know a second, third or even
fourth language (like French for this biology project), and understand and constantly
upgrade your knowledge about multiple ways to communicate with individuals as well as
mass audiences (like the elementary school class and academic conference in San
Francisco). The result: You graduate as someone who is experienced in at least a second
language, curious and respectful toward the peoples using that and other languages,
informed about diverse regional and global cultures and traditions, and adept at utilizing
various applications of information and technology.

Be sure to understand that perhaps the most critical and lasting technique in our
educational experience: EVERY Brenau student transits EVERY portal multiple times
throughout the educational journey at Brenau University! The repetitive imprint is
meaningful and enduring. This commitment includes all traditional and
nontraditional undergraduate, high school, and graduate studies.

Results: This is Brenau in 2025.

You are surrounded by other students also seeking the highest caliber of learning, and like
you, they want to extend their learning to graduate education. All of Brenau's students
experience the Portals of Learning in order to retain not just what they need to excel in
their chosen major discipline but, also, how to function on a day-to-day basis and,
especially, how to excel in their lives making a difference in tomorrow's world. You are also
surrounded by world-class figures that spend time at Brenau in various capacities: as
faculty members, as visiting scholars and researchers, as speakers and performers.
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In short, Brenau is truly the 2025 Georgia-based center for a relevant and progressive form
of higher education.
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1mportance of a graduate degree and 2) one extraordmary life can change the world. Most
importantly, these principles are intentionally applied in all areas of the University's life.
The goal is that every Brenau graduate is intellectually engaged, conversant with global
cultures, superbly and creatively mastering their major discipline, personally committed to
advancing the quality of life for others whenever and wherever possible.

Just think of it. We graduate in 2025 one or two or three thousand excellently educated
students. Each one of these graduates believes that realizing one’s highest potential
requires contributing to the success of others. In sum, thousands of Brenau alumni by
2050—faculty members, professionals, family members, citizens, volunteers,
philanthropists—will feel comfortable living and working within a variety of cultures and
traditions where they will do their part toward changing the world for the better.
Remember, one extraordinary life can change the world!

The result: Extraordinary people!

Implementation of a New Academic Culture at Brenau:
Phase I, Opening the Portals

The first cycle of strategic actions is designed to change the University culture and develop
academic programs reflecting our long term commitment to equipping extraordinary
students for extraordinary lives and the overall Mission of the University. We anticipate the
first phase to take up to six years to either complete specific tasks or initiate specific,
ongoing programs. Strategic initiatives for the first phase are described below:

1. Years 1-5, utilizing the Brenau Portals of Learning: Continue design and
development of the new curriculum across all disciplines and degree programs.

2. Years 2-6 and onward: A. Begin systematic upgrade of academic and residential
facilities. This process will take several years and includes rehabilitation of historic
buildings and construction of necessary new academic and student life facilities. B.
Establish the Brenau Council of Scholars and Brenau Student Scholars Program.
This effort may be the single most significant focus of the University's culture
reorientation. The Brenau Council of Scholars will ultimately comprise up to ten
scholars with endowed chairs (rotating or reappointed on a five-year term). These
and regionally acclaimed educational and intellectual leaders will hold the most
prestigious and active positions in the University's faculty. The endowed chairs will
not be permanently appointed in order to enable all faculty members the
opportunity to aspire to and achieve appointment to a chair if an individual's
leadership and scholarship reach the appropriate level. Each Brenau Scholar will be
responsible for the design and development of a collaborative research and learning
program within a selected Portal of Learning in which she/he is a recognized leader.
An endowed fund will support all such program clusters, including start-up dollars
for a cluster, research and professional development support for its leading Brenau
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