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“Brenau 2025” is our action plan for designing an innovative and exciting education that
will transform our students’ lives and, hence, their world. We envision a very different
learning experience than currently offered at other educational institutions. Our second
strategic goal is to offer a stimulating, seamless and, for very talented students, abbreviated
transition from the Academy or Brenau Undergraduate College to graduate school in order
to reduce barriers and to ease or accelerate progress through graduate study. For example,
a Brenau undergraduate, if she/he continues without hiatus into graduate study, could
expect to reduce the time to achieve a graduate degree from Brenau by one or more years.
First and foremost, however, from this time forward, we expect that every Brenau
undergraduate student has postgraduate education as the next step in her/his lifelong
educational journey.

Our third goal, melding into Brenau’s existing Liberal Arts and pre-professional educational
approach, is a new and richer means of understanding and relating to our world. We
describe this evolutionary learning experience as Brenau’s “Portals of Learning”—
doorways or entries into transformational environments where individuals experience
(not just learn) understanding of, adaptation to and prospering in a faster paced,
information-centric, scientifically demanding, and culturally diverse global society.

We see programs and activities designed to push our students well beyond personal
comfort zones as they discover their own unique capabilities and gifts. We know from
experience that people who are once bitten by the learning bug—that powerful and
exhilarating sense of discovery—pursue lives of continual learning, using what they learn to
enrich their own lives and the lives of others.

Members of 21st Century society will confront increasing uncertainty and unpredictable
change in their lives. Brenau’s commitment is to engender in our students a sense of
curiosity rather than fear, of innovation rather than acceptance. In many ways, teaching the
subject matter will be the easiest part of our educational task. It is the learning formula—
how, where, what and with whom they learn—that we must iteratively re-evaluate. We
believe and thoughtfully plan that the Brenau graduate will be equipped with the tools and
confidence necessary for an extraordinary life, a lifetime leading to personal fulfillment,
professional rewards and significant contributions to the welfare of others.
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